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OSNGUPL - A Jewel of North Grey

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers



People from all walks of life use the resources of the library 
to:
§ read,
§ think, 
§ learn,
§ interpret, 
§ imagine,
§ explore,
§ connect with each other and the world.
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The library = one of your community centres

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers



Accessibility & Library Services
Presentation to City of Owen Sound Accessibility Committee  May 25, 2021

Library History: Andrew Carnegie 1835-1919

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

“In a public library 
men could at least 
share cultural 
opportunities on a 
basis of equality."



Accessibility & Library Services
Presentation to City of Owen Sound Accessibility Committee  May 25, 2021Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library

Building generations of readers

Check Us Out!
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Building generations of readers

The Open Card
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Library History: 1855 – Mechanics Institute

On October 10, 1855, 
one hundred and two citizens 
signed a Charter to establish 
a Mechanics’ Institute and 
Library Association at the 
Town of Sydenham (which 
officially became Owen Sound 
in 1857).  
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1914: Carnegie Library Opened

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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1973: Library Expansion

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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2003: Carnegie Restoration

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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2009: Library Makeover – Kids’ Edition

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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2019: Main Floor Refresh

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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2019: Main Floor Refresh

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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2020-2022: Library Services in a Pandemic

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library History: 1994 Birth of the Union Library

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

The former Townships of Derby, 
Keppel, Sarawak, Sydenham and the 
Villages of Chatsworth and Shallow 
Lake, and the City of Owen Sound 
were founding members of the 
Owen Sound & North Grey Union 
Public Library Board in 1994. 
By 1995, the former Townships of Holland and Sullivan had 
joined the Union Library. 
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Library History: Union Library Agreement

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

1994 – 2001: First Union Library Agreement
2002 – 2011: Full funding achieved by 2008
2012 – 2021: Signed by Municipality of Meaford
2018: Separate agreement with Meaford Public Library
2022 – 2031: Agreement based on historic usage patterns
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The Union Library Board

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

Councillor Melanie Middlebro / Richard Thomas
Owen Sound Representatives: (4) Rhonda Brown, Bob Droine, Esra
Samli, Nancy Shaw

Councillor Ryan Thompson
Georgian Bluffs Representative Rosemary Buchanan

Councillor Elizabeth Thompson

Meaford Public Library Representative Frank Emptage
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The Union Library Agreement 2022-2031 Cost Sharing

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

59.8 %

9.9 %

22 %

8.3 %



Accessibility & Library Services
Presentation to City of Owen Sound Accessibility Committee  May 25, 2021

2023 Proposed OSNGUPL Budget

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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2023 Proposed OSNGUPL Budget

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index - Members

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index - Visits

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index – Materials Borrowed

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index - Programs

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index - Questions Answered

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index – Wifi Use

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index - Public Computer Sessions

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Library Service Index – Room Bookings

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Serving You

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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21st Century Staff

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

Staff Training
• Accessibility
• First Aid
• Mental Health First Aid

• Bridges out of Poverty
• Dealing with Homelessness
• Specific library related 

Administration & Facilities = 5.5 
Public Services = 4.5
Information Services = 4.5
Youth Services = 3.5 
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www.adultlearningcentres.ca

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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www.adultlearningcentres.ca

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Poet Laureate Program

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Words Aloud Program

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

2019

•Artistic Director: Kaitlyn Neath

•Main Stage: Ruth Daniell, Coco Love Alcorn, Estafania Elfonso
Falcon (yes – the poet), Lorri Neilson Glenn, Lishai Peel, Charlie 
C. Petch, Greg Santos, Prufrock Shadowrunner, Buddy Wakefield

•Workshops: Buddy Wakefield, Charlie C. Petch, Prufrock 
Shadowrunner, yes – the poet

•Poets in the Schools: Charlie Petch at St. Mary’s in Owen Sound

•Poetry Contest: Fundraiser, Music and Poetry, Coffin Ridge 
Winery
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Adopt A Magazine Program

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

45 %
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Honour with Books Program

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Special Collections: Ioleen Hawken

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Special Collections: Andrew Armitage

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Information in many formats

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Customer Service Flowchart

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers



Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

Our OSNGUPL App
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Our new website… www.osngupl.ca

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Our New Catalog

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

We have a
new catalog. 
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@ the Library

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers



Online Resources

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Online Resources

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

You can scroll down for more choices. 
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Online Resources - PressReader

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

Thousands of 
newspapers and 
magazines
were added with 
PressReader
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Online Resources - Libby

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Online Resources – LinkedIn Learning

15,000 courses
available in either  
video or audio. 
Different course 
lengths and 
content to fit your 
specific needs.
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Online Resources - Mango

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

Mango teaches over 70 
languages. It can be set 
to another language to 
help learn English.
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Online Resources – Novelist Plus

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

Find books that 
match your 
reading style.



Accessibility & Library Services
Presentation to City of Owen Sound Accessibility Committee  May 25, 2021

Online Resources - Ancestry

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

Ancestry can be used 
in the library to research 
family histories.
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Building generations of readers

Online Resources – Kanopy
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Online Resources - Kanopy
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Building generations of readers

Online Resources – Kanopy



• Binoculars
• Radon detector kits
• Toy kits
• Board games 
• Puzzles
• Wi-fi – hotspots
• Chromebooks
• Amazon Fire tablets
• CD audiobooks

• DVDs
• Book Club kits
• Seeds (in season)
• Ontario Parks passes
• Grey Sauble Conservation 

Authority passes
• Harrison Park pool passes
• Materials in accessible 

formats
Accessibility & Library Services
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You can borrow…

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Place Holds

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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MORE @ the Library

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

• Programs for all ages
• 3D printer
• Cricut machine
• Tech Zoo Steam resources
• Lego Club
• Story Times

• Craft Kits
• Print from anywhere
• Scan to PDF
• Bike repair station
• Water refill station
• Room rentals
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Print from anywhere / Scan to PDF

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Contact Us

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers

info@library.osngupl.ca

Keeping information at your fingertips

519-376-6623 ext. 3
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Thank You for your time!

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers
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Questions

Owen Sound & North Grey Union Public Library
Building generations of readers


