
 

Schedule 'A' 

Six Specific types of Open-Air Burns  

This Schedule with key notes will help to determine the type and size of your Open-Air Burn based on the required setbacks 

of your property. 

Definitions: 

“Material to burn” – clean and clear wood or by products of clean and clear wood. 

“Approved Device” means a device/container that is approved in this bylaw or that is designed to contain an open-air-fire and 

is listed as an approved device by a recognized national or international testing/certification organization, or as approved by the 

Chief Fire Official as being suitable to contain an Open-Air Fire. 

“Combustibles” are materials that can combust (burn) in air. Types of Combustibles include, but are not limited to, any building 

or structure, tree, hedge, long grass, fence, roadway, overhead wires, or other combustible materials.  

Permit required - no inspection required automatic approval after permit is 
completed online (permit holder does not have to call prior to each burn) 

 

Section 4 "Outdoor Fireplace" Key notes - Outdoor fireplace 

• An approved device is a manufactured non-combustible enclosed container such 

as fire bowls with spark arrestors on top or chimineas that is not greater than 

0.8m(2.6ft) in diameter and not higher than 0.8m (2.6ft). 

• Fire cannot burn between the hours of 1:00 a.m.to sunrise of the same day, except if 

property is over 1 acre of land. 

• Only one burning fire permitted at one time per property. 

• Only permitted to burn clean clear wood or by products of clean clear wood. 

• Combustibles not permitted within a 1.5m (5ft.) from the surrounding edge of the 

approved device in all directions. 

• Flames are not to be not wider than the approved device and not higher 

than 0.8m (2.6ft) above the approved device. 

• A portable ABC Fire Extinguisher of not less than 2 1/2lbs or water to be readily 

available at all times while fire is burning. 

• Fire to be maintained with a constant watch and control over the fire from the time of 

the setting of the fire until the fire is completely extinguished. 

a) 

b) 

Fire Device - not greater than 0.8m (2.6ft.) in diameter 

Setback area - no combustibles within 1.5m (5ft.) surrounding the edge of the 

approved fire device 

 

Section 5 "Fire Pit" Key notes - Fire pit 

• An approved device enclosed on all sides and constructed of masonry, concrete, 

stone, heavy gauge metal or other non-combustible materials that is not greater than 

1.0m (3.2ft) in diameter. 

• Fire cannot burn between the hours of 1:00 a.m.to sunrise of the same day, except if 

property is over 1 acre of land. 

• Only one burning fire permitted at one time per property. 

• Combustibles are not permitted within 3m (10ft.) from the surrounding edge of the 

approved device in all directions. 

• Flames shall not exceed 1.0 cubic meter. 

• A portable ABC Fire Extinguisher of not less than 5lbs or water to be readily available 

at all times while fire is burning. 

• Fire to be maintained with a constant watch and control over the fire from the time 

of the setting until the fire is totally extinguished. 

A) 

b) 

Fire Device - not greater than 1.0m (3.2ft.) in diameter 

Setback area - no combustibles within 3m (10ft.) surrounding the edge of the 

approved fire device 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 

   

 



 

Schedule 'A' 

Six Specific types of Open-Air Burns  

Permit required – review and/or inspection required before permit issued 
(permit holder shall notify prior to each burn) 

Section 6 "Bonfire" Key notes - Demolition fire 

• An approved (with review and/or inspection) Open Air Fire that has been granted a 

Permit by the Chief Fire Official. 

• Property to be greater than 1 acre of land. 

• To contact and advise of each time of an active burn. 

• Only one burning fire permitted at one time per property. 

• Combustibles are not to be within a 6m (20ft) radius from the edge of the Brush Fire 

in all directions. 

• Materials to be added to Bonfire can be within 3m (10ft) of the Bonfire and the 

pile cannot be higher than 2.2m (7.2ft). 

• Permit holder shall be within 6m(20ft) of the burn site at all times and shall have a 

portable ABC fire extinguisher of not less than 10 lbs or an adequate means of 
water and/or equipment to extinguish fire promptly while the burn is being conducted. 

 
a) 

 

b) 

Fire - not greater than 2.2m (7.2ft) in length, by 2.2m (7.2ft)) in width, 

2.2m (7.2ft) in height. 

Setback area - Combustibles not to be within a 6m (20ft) radius from the edge 

of the Bond Fire in all directions 

 

Section 7 "Brush Fire" 
 

Key notes - Brush fire 

• An approved (with review and/or inspection) open air fire of brush to be burned for the 

sole purpose of burning wood, tree limbs and branches. 

• The pile of brush cannot exceed 3m (10ft) in length, by 3m (10ft) in width, by 3m 

(10ft) in height. 

• Combustibles are not permitted within 6m (20ft) from the edge of the burn in 

all directions. 

• To contact and advise each time of an active burn. 

• Only one burning fire permitted at one time per property. 

• No person shall set, maintain or operate a Brush Fire earlier than sunrise or later 

than two hours prior to sunset. 

• Materials to stoke or add to the fire shall not be closer than 3m(10ft) and not higher 

than 3m (10ft) of the burn. 

• Permit holder/agent to be on site within 6m(20ft) with adequate equipment and/or 

water to extinguish the fire promptly while the fire is burning. 

! a) 

 

b) 

Fire - not greater than 3m (10ft) in length, by 3m (10ft) in width, by 3m 

(10ft) in height 

Setback area - Combustibles are not permitted within 6m (20ft) surrounding 

the edge of the approved burn in all directions 

 

Section 8 "Controlled Fire" 
Key notes - Controlled fire 

• An approved (with review and/or inspection) Open Air Fire that has been granted a 

Permit by the Chief Fire Official. 

• The pile of materials cannot exceed 6m (20ft) in length, by 6m (20ft) in width, by 6m 

(20ft) in height. 

• Property of the Controlled Fire to be zoned as Agricultural (A), Special Agricultural (SA) 

or Rural (R) by the Municipality Zoning By-law in force and effect at the time of permit 

application, and is in use for Farming. 

• Combustibles are not permitted within 15m (50ft) from the edge of the burn 

in all directions. 

• Only one burning fire permitted at one time per property. 

• A Controlled Fire shall not be set, maintained or operated earlier than sunrise or later 

than two hours prior to sunset. 

• Permit holder/agent to be on site within 15m(50ft) with adequate equipment and/or 

water to extinguish the fire promptly while the fire is burning. 

 
 

 

Section 9 "Demolition Fire" 

 
a) 

 

b) 

 

Fire - not greater than 6m (20ft) in length, by 6m (20ft) in width, by 6m 

(20ft) in height 

Setback area - Combustibles are not permitted within 15m (50ft) surrounding 

the edge of the approved burn in all directions 

 
Demolition Fire requires an open building permit to demolish and approval from 
the Chief Fire Official, contact Inter Township Fire Department for process. 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

   

 



 

Set Fine Schedule  Township of Georgian Bluffs Part 1 Provincial Offences Act 

The Township of Georgian Bluffs Open-Air Burn By-law No. 

 

ITEM COLUMN 1 COLUMN2 COLUMN3 

 Short Form Wording Provision 
creating or 

Defining 
offence 

Set Fine 

1 Set an open-air fire without permit 3.1 $250.00 

2 Maintain an open-air fire without permit 3.1 $250.00 

3 Set on fire a flying lantern 3.3 $250.00 

4 Set on fire or burn ground cover 3.4 $250.00 

5 Set on fire or burn yard waste 3.5 $250.00 

6 Set fire or maintain an open-air fire with winds greater than 20km/hour 3.6 $250.00 

7 Set fire or maintain an open-air fire with a smog alert 3.7 $250.00 

8 Burn combustibles other than clean clear wood and by-products of clean clear wood 3.8 $250.00 

9 Set fire or burn household waste 3.9 $250.00 

10 Cause a nuisance due to an open-air fire 3.10 $250.00 

11 Set or maintain an open-air fire in front yard 3.11 $250.00 

12 Set or maintain an open-air fire on municipal property 3.13 $250.00 

13 Set or maintain an open-air fire during a fire ban 3.14 $250.00 

14 Set or maintain an open-air fire on a combustible balcony or deck 3.15 $250.00 

15 Set, maintain or operate an outdoor fireplace without a permit 4.1 $250.00 

16 Allow flame of an outdoor fireplace exceeds outside of the approved device 4.2 $250.00 

17 Allow combustibles within the approved device of an outdoor fireplace 4.3 $250.00 

18 Exceed the diameter or height of an outdoor fireplace 4.4 $250.00 

19 No means of Extinguishment for an outdoor fireplace 4.5 $250.00 

20 Set, maintain or operate an outdoor fireplace outside of the permitted hours 4.6 $250.00 

21 Allow more than one outdoor fireplace on property at the same time 4.8 $250.00 

22 Fail to maintain outdoor fireplace in good working order 4.9 a) $250.00 

23 Fail to maintain a constant watch of the outdoor fireplace 4.9 d) $250.00 

24 Set, maintain or operate a fire pit without permit 5.1 $250.00 

25 Allow more than one firepit on property at the same time 5.2 $250.00 

26 Exceed the diameter of a firepit 5.3 $250.00 

27 Allow flame of a fire pit exceed one cubic meter 5.4 $250.00 

28 Allow combustibles within 3m (10ft) of a fire pit 5.5 $250.00 



 

ITEM COLUMN1 COLUMN2 COLUMN3 

 Short Form Wording Provision 
creating or 

Defining 
offence 

Set Fine 

29 No means of extinguishment for a fire pit 5.6 $250.00 

30 Set, maintain or operate an outdoor fireplace outside of the permitted hours  5.7 $250.00 

31 Fail to maintain a constant watch of a firepit 5.9 d) $250.00 

32 Set, maintain or operate a bonfire without permit 6.1 $250.00 

33 Allow more than one bonfire on property at the same time 6.2 $250.00 

34 Exceed the pile of materials within a bonfire 6.3 $250.00 

35 Allow combustibles within 6m (20ft) of a bonfire 6.4 $250.00 

36 Allow materials to Bonfire higher than 2.2m (7.2ft) 6.6 $250.00 

37 No means of extinguishment for a bonfire 6.7 $250.00 

38 Fail to maintain a constant watch of a bonfire 6.9 $250.00 

39 Fail to notify the fire department prior to lighting of the bonfire 6.10 $250.00 

40 Fail to remain within 6m 120ft) at the bonfire 6.11 $250.00 

41 No person shall hinder, obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct and Officer 13.1 $500.00 

Note: The penalty provision for the offences indicated above is section 61 of the Provincial Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.  
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